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From Pastor Sam ~
…Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you:
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger…”
Luke 2:10b-12
This is always a strange time of the year for me. I have often been
tasked, like I am today, to write an article for the January newsletter. Only I am sitting
at the computer on December 17th! It is like a collision of two worlds. The Old year
ending and the new year beginning, but neither has happened as I write. This much I
am certain of, I am glad to be able to say good bye to the year 2020. Can I get an
Amen!
When 2019 ended, Marie and I said we can not wait for 2020. It has to be a better
year. For most of 2019, Marie put up with terrible hip pain as she waited for her hip replacement surgery. The first part of 2020 envisioned her having the surgery, which she
did. My interim position at FBC Portland was going to end and so we planned on spending a month in Portland exploring and revisiting the places we had come to love in the
two years we lived in Portland. Then we were heading to Bend to live together in the
house we built but never really lived in before I began the great opportunity of serving
as your interim minister. 2020 was going to be a better year.
But then IT happened. I don’t think I have to tell you what IT was because IT has affected everyone of us. IT, has caused us to totally rethink how we live our lives and go
about our daily business. So, 2020 was not the year that Marie and I had planned for
ourselves. And I know the year did not go the way you planned either. But over time,
we have learned to adapt our way of thinking and living. Sometimes we have had to do
it kicking and screaming and sometimes with tears in our eyes because we no longer
see the people we love so dearly. But, we have learned to adapt!

Here is my learning as we moved from a terrible, horrible 2019, to the potential of a
better and great 2020; I am going to suggest to myself and to you, that it is the same
lesson we learn as we move from a terrible, horrible 2020 to the potential of a better
and great 2021 – We end each and every year and begin each and every year, with the
sound of the angel’s voice ringing in our ears and stirring our hearts: …Do not be afraid.
I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.
With these words ringing in our ears, let me say “Good Bye 2020…Hello 2021.” May the
year ahead of us be filled with hope and joy and the good news of Christ. Happy New
Year everyone. I look forward to walking with you into this new year ahead and whatever it brings us.
Pastor Sam

Everyone is invited to attend the

Focus on Ministry, Family Zoom Meeting
immediately following the morning worship
service, January 17th. As we did for the
Annual Meeting, you can sign in at 12:15 and
visit; the meeting will begin at 12:30.

This is an important meeting in the life of First Baptist Church.
Please plan to sign into the Zoom session.
OFFICERS of the CHURCH, 2021
Moderator ................................................
Clerk .......................................................
Treasurer ................................................
Financial Secretary ...................................

Debbie Herr
Carol Snider
Lou Engle
Karen Harrington

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS, 2021
Growing Team Co-Leaders.................. Laura Elkin, Kelly Roberts
Reaching Team Co-Leaders ............ Caroline Snider, Jan Stanley
Training Team Co-Leaders ............. Cheryl Vaught, Angie Werder
Campus Stewardship Co-Leaders…………Jeff Kronser, Don Vaught

MEMBERS of the DEACONS MINISTRY TEAM, 2021
Betsy Clewett, Briana Davalos Garber, Martha Green, Michael Nau,
John Paskey, Dan Patterson, Jan Stanley, Mike Snider

All terms begin on February 1, 2021

Dear FBCS Congregation:
Your generosity overwhelms me, again and again.
Thank you so much for
your generous Christmas
gift. Bless you all!
Ronnie Egger

Church Bulletin
Bloopers:





 Due to the Rector’s illness, Wednesday’s healing services will be discontinued until further notice.
Bertha Belch, a missionary
from Africa, will be speaking
tonight at Calvary Methodist.
Come hear Bertha Belch all the
way from Africa.
The Rev. Merriweather spoke
briefly, much to the delight of
the audience.

Thank you for
your prayers and
support during my
Dad’s last days.
They truly helped.
Karen Harrington

PASTORAL SEARCH TEAM UPDATE
The Pastoral Search Team members were selected
unanimously by the church family at the Annual Meeting
on November 22. The members serving on the Pastoral
Search Team are: Amanda Gley, Jeff Kronser, Kelly
Roberts, Don Vaught, Mark Werder, along with Carol
Snider, Clerk and Debbie Herr, Moderator, who are exofficio with full voting rights.
The Pastoral Search Team met with Rev. Steve Bils, the
regional executive minister of the American Baptist
Churches in the Pacific Coast via Zoom on Nov. 30th. Each person received a copy of the “Calling An
American Baptist Minister” manual. Rev. Bils reviewed the search process which is a spiritual exercise of discernment, seeking God’s leading to find the right person God has called to be our next pastor. On Dec. 21st, the Pastoral Search Team met again specifically focusing on prayer asking God to
fill the search team with wisdom and insight to know and discern the will of God for our next pastor.
We prayed for patience and trust in the Lord throughout the search process. The search team members are committed to be in prayer every day and we ask each one of you in your homes to pray for
the pastoral search team and the search process. We will keep you updated along this journey.
Pastoral Search Team
Amanda Gley, Debbie Herr, Jeff Kronser,
Kelly Roberts, Carol Snider, Don Vaught, Mark Werder

Preparing for Scripture . . .
December 21 - 27, 2020
- Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40;
Matthew 25:31-46
December 28 - January 3, 2021
- Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20 ; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:(1-9),
10-18
January 4 - 10, 2021
- Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11
January 5 - 17, 2021
- 1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51
January 18 - 24, 2021
- Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20
January 25 - 31, 2021
- Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28
February 1 - 7, 2021
- Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39

For Your Health:
Dry Skin in the Winter
by Gail Engle
Are your hands red, dry and might you have cracks in the skin of your fingers?
Winter is the culprit and this year COVID prevention is also a big factor. Along in
December, January and maybe February we are busy heating our houses and
even though it is raining outside the air inside is dry-dry-dry.

Fortunately there are some easy remedies to help you to be more comfortable. First allow me to give you a quick lesson in skin. Skin is made up of several elements; epidermis (what we see) and the dermis along with fat cells, oil
glands, hair follicles, sweat glands, blood vessels and nerves. The epidermis
is like roof shingles held together with "glue" made up of lipids. The drying indoor heat and sun damage, over cleansing and scrubbing cause the roof shingles to separate a bit. The result is flaking, itching, cracking and a burning
sensation.
Skin moisturizers which rehydrate the skin and seal in moisture are the first step in combating dry
skin. The most effective skin creams have humectants which attracts moisture, ceramides such as
glycerin or sorbitol seal the moisture in and emollients like linoleic, linolenic and lauric acids fill in the
spaces between skin cells. The thicker and greasier a moisturizer is the more effective it will be.
Even Vaseline or mineral oil can do a good job of keeping your skin healthy.
Some more ideas to help your skin is to limit your showering or bathing and
use lukewarm water. Steer clear of deodorant soaps and perfumed soap. Pat
yourself dry after bathing and immediately apply moisturizer. NEVER
SCRATCH. Use fragrant free laundry detergent and avoid fabric softeners.

CAMP

ARRAH WANNA
24075 E. Arrah Wanna Blvd
Welches, OR 97067
Phone: (503) 622-3189
Fax: (503) 622-1229

All registrations are now
done online at
www.camparrahwanna.org

Winter Camp for ALL
GRADES: Feb 12-15

Watch our Website, Facebook
& YouTube Channel for
Updates

Many members of our church
Family fulfill their pledges
prior to the end of the calendar year. If you are hand
delivering your pledge, please
have it to the church no later than Sunday, December
27th; if mailing, it must be
postmarked no later than
December 31st to be considered a 2020 contribution.

During the winter season, Ignite — our youth group — will continue
with our current self guided devotional and finishing it right before
spring break. If you have questions, concerns or just need to chat
please reach out to me in all the normal ways (text, phone, social
media or a knock on my door)!
As Covid allows I will be reaching out to teens for some oneon-one/small group get togethers.
Sunday school is in full swing
each Sunday! If you would like
the link, email updates, or individual phone calls to your little,
please feel free to reach out to
me! I’m happy to set up whatever works best for your family!
Keep an eye out for fun craft
projects, Sunday school activities, and other fun items coming your way!
Be safe and take care,

Mandy

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
Pup Wisdom: What adopting a rescue dog is teaching me
Now four months into being grounded from my scheduled global travels due
to the Covid-19 quarantine, I’m grateful for the unexpected blessing and
resource for resiliency that Pinto, our rescue pup has become. When we
moved back to the US in 2012, we had to leave our two beloved dogs in
Costa Rica. It was one of my hardest good-byes. For the last eight years,
with my constant travel and a home life schedule not conducive to caring for
a pet, we have been dog-free. Now, with no clear end in sight for the shelter
in place routine, we have had time to form a relationship bond with our new
quirky companion. The first two years of Pinto’s life were rough. He was
abandoned for many months and left to fend for himself on the streets of a
city in Taiwan. A kind stranger found him and took him to the animal rescue
center. He was scared, thin and in need of lots of love. When we realized that our chance to adopt wasnow due to this unexpected pause, we began online doggie dating on various rescue sites. We set up a
time to meet Pinto just before everything shut down. Now, four months later, it’s as if he’s always
been a part of our family. Soon after adopting Pinto I began a “daily” practice of taking a poetic pause to
nurture a posture of presence in the here and now. I would take 5 minutes each day to create a 1 minute poem. These 5 minutes included: 1 minute to pause and breathe; 1 minute to write down everything
I noticed in that minute, such as what I see, hear, feel, taste, touch, sense and think; 1 minute to circle
10 words that captured my attention; 1 minute to write a poem using the found words; 1 minute to share
on Facebook
I am a novice poet, so every poem wasn’t a winner and some of took longer than five minutes to arrive.
As I looked over the nearly 80 poems I’ve penned so far, a few weren’t so bad. A pattern of ponderings
emerged; recording what I paid attention to, what surprised me, what captured my curiosity, and what in
my surroundings resonated with my spirit and mood. I figure there may be some wisdom wanting to be
witnessed and welcomed. Besides pondering resiliency in nature, the changes arriving with springtime
and summer, wrestling with racism and white supremacy culture wounds, this new canine companion of
mine captured at least ten poems worth of my attention.
Today I have a very sweet and special relationship with Pinto. While I work he’s
often close at my feet or next to me on the couch. He waits outside the bathroom
door until I exit. He is like my shadow, close enough to connect whenever he
can. Because of his vigilance, he is constantly navigating where I am in relationship to him. I can now ride my bike and keep up with his run since I know he
won’t dart in front of me. He senses where I am and adjusts. He has learned that
what he does affects me and my safety. Since we’re connected his well-being is
caught up in mine and mine in his. His freedom depends not on his ability to do
whatever he wants, but in mutual benefit and care for another. It’s not a burden
or impingement on him, rather a privilege and a gift of relationship, where his
deepest trauma sits is where his deepest healing is possible.
Grateful for you, Mylinda Baits
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Isabelle Fitch
Lawson Fitch
Owen Laird
Mike McCall
Michael Garrett
Megan Helms
Emily Sloan
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First Baptist Church of Springfield
1175 G Street
Springfield, OR 97477-4109
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sam Brink, Interim Pastor
sbrink2872@gmail.com
Mandy Sloan, Youth
Ministries Coordinator
mandysloan@me.com
Ronnie Egger
Office Administrator
fbcspringfield@gmail.com
www.fbcspringfieldor.com

Office Hours
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Tuesday - Friday
Phone: (541) 746-6031
Fax: (541) 746-5096
Church Email Address:
fbcspringfield@gmail.com

Sunday Worship
Until further notice check
our Website. Sunday
Worship services will be
available online at 11 during
the Covid-19 outbreak.
Sunday School & Youth
- Adult Sunday School
Zoom at 9:15
- Sunday School Zoom for
younger children 10 am

AS FRIENDS AND FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST, WE ARE COMMITTED TO:
Growing
Reaching
Training

our friendship with Christ and one another through worship,
prayer, study, partnership and service.
out to others in our community with the living and joy-giving
message of Christ.
those in this congregation for ministry and leadership in the
church and the world.

