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Newsletter
From Pastor Sam ~
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud
of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, Hebrews 12:1
October is such a great transition month. We begin to see the
signs of the changing season. The leaves change colors and fall
from the trees to cover the ground we walk on. People begin to
put their gardens to bed for the winter months. The days get
shorter and the nights longer. The weather fronts bring in the
cooler damp weather that the Northwest is so famous for. A lot of
change takes place in October. I hope that you are able to find
time or the opportunity to get out and enjoy the changing season. It is a gift from God.

I was reminded of the above scripture the other day, when I had a conversation
with a mentor of mine. She is a wise, older woman who has had a lot of ups and
downs in her own spiritual journey, but takes it all in stride as being part of the
“race marked out for us.” I was complaining about my pandemic fatigue and the
political situation in our country and she was sharing how things will work out if we
place them in the hands of God and remain faithful to our calling. I responded to
her kind words with, “you have more faith than I do .” She looked me in the eyes
and said, “No, I have more experience with a faithful God.” Probably the most important thing that she has ever said to me. I thanked her for her insight! She is a
“cloud of witness” for me. I know the writer of Hebrews was referring to the Patriarchs of Israel in this passage, but I am convinced that we all are surrounded by a
cloud of witness here, now. We call it church. FBC Springfield is such a witness
for me and for so many others. We clearly saw the spirit of Christ as you reacted
to the needs presented by the fires. Thank you for your witness in this transition
time and for the long history of witness that you have brought forth in the past
years. I look forward to being with you, as a witness for others, as we move into
the future God is preparing for us.
I want invite you to a new Bible Study that I will be leading along with my colleague, Dr. Ron Carlson. Ron and I have worked for several years to create a
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study program called “Mission From the Gospels” in which we look at each of the
gospels and the implications that they have for communities of faith in the area of
reaching out beyond the walls of the church building. We are working on some
changes to our material to help look at what it means to be a disciple in the midst
of a pandemic. This will be a Zoom class held on Wednesday nights, beginning on
October 7, at 6:30 pm. We would love to have you join us as we explore together
our life as a disciple in the midst of a pandemic. If you are interested in being
part of the class please let the office or me know so that I can make sure you get
an invite to join us. Since it is a Zoom format it will be a “BOC” meeting…bring
your own coffee!
October is the month the ABC family sets aside to focus on the work of our missionaries. I would invite you to remember our missionaries in your prayers and
with your financial support. For information on the great work our missionaries
do, go to: https://www.internationalministries.org/
As I write this article, the task force assigned to gauge where we are in our process to return to worship in person, has met and sent out a survey to get your
feedback. If you have not received a survey or if you have not returned it yet,
please reach out and ask for a survey and please take time to share your input
and quickly return it by or before September 30th. The task force is committed to
making our return as safe as possible. Thank you for your input in the process.
Enjoy the month of October. It would be fun, since I
doubt Halloween will be as usual this year, if you
would take pictures of your carved pumpkins and
send them to the church. We will share them during
worship and on our Facebook page. Happy pumpkin
carving!
God bless you all, and may we all continue to walk
and run the race that has been set before us.
Pastor Sam

~ FBCS Annual Meeting ~

Following Morning Worship, Sunday,
November 22nd

We will:
√ Review the proposed budget for 2021
√ Elect Officers & Ministry Team Leaders
Please note date on your calendar and plan to Participate!

RAINBOW ACRES
On October 4 the Reaching Team will
do a presentation on Rainbow Acres
via a video by Gregg Sneller and then
a Love Gift offering will be taken for
the ranch on October 11th. Here’s
some information about the ranchers:

Preparing for Scripture . . .
September 28 - October 4, 2020
Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15; ; Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46
October 5 - 11, 2020
Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14
October 12 - 18, 2020
Isaiah 45:1-7; Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13); 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10;
Matthew 22:15-22
October 19 - 25, 2020
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18; Psalm 1; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46
October 26 - November 1, 2020 All Saints Day
Revelations 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 1 John. 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12

ADDRESS UPDATE

The Region mailing and physical address was changed by the US Postal Service; however, we
remain in the same space. We have mailed out notifications but are still receiving items with the
old address. Please update your records to reflect the following:
American Baptist Churches of the Central Pacific Coast
245 South Bancroft Street, Suite G
Portland, OR 97239

Deacon Team
Who Are We?
Jan Stanley

Michael Nau

As a team, the Deacons support each other in our
spiritual growth. In doing so, it reminds us to “Do
This” in remembrance of what Christ has asked
of us. Love one another, care for the sick, feed
the hungry. Abiding with and in God.
We are also engaged in providing the Bread and
Juice for Communion. “Do This in
remembrance of me.”
It is our privilege to serve the church via our “Care
Circles,” as good shepherds, keeping in contact
via cards, phone calls, personal visits. The Deacons’ Fund and Deacons’ Pantry are supported
and furnished by the church members. It helps us
reach out to our community to those requesting
assistance with rent, utilities, food and other miscellaneous needs. Providing these services to
our community and church families is a joy giving

message of Christ.
At Thanksgiving, approximately 20 food boxes are
provided to needy families. Deacons’ Bags, consisting of snacks and warm socks, are provided to
handout to those on the street, with a message of
love and hope.
We also partner with St. Vincent DePaul, Interfaith
Shelter, G Street Oasis and provide assistance to
Catholic Community Services. As individuals, we
participate in Small Groups.
Jesus is calling us to engage in a loving relationship with one another. Please consider the call to
become a Deacon.
Blessings,
Michael Nau & Jan Stanley, Co-Leaders

COMMITMENT
SUNDAY
Save the date: ~ October 26th ~
Be prayerfully considering the mission and financial health of the church as you decide how to
contribute to our ongoing ministry for the coming year.

Intn’l Missions

Attention FBCS ladies!
We miss you!! Your Training Team has been brainstorming ways for us to get reconnected! We would
like to invite you to join in a semi-virtual/semi-in
person, socially distanced book study. The book is
entitled “Find Rest: A Women’s Devotional For Lasting Peace In A Busy Life” by, Shaunti Feldhahn &
Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth.
We have been experiencing all of the emotions that
2020 has brought with it. Times of anxiety, separation, uncertainty, sadness, loss, just to name a few. Can you relate?
We need each other more than ever to find peace, and stay connected
with God and one another. “Women in today’s do-it-all world have
more to juggle than at any other time in history. It is easy to become emotionally, physically, and spiritually exhausted. But it
doesn’t have to be that way. God created you to find rest, and
this devotional will take you there. It is more than just a daily
pause for prayer and encouragement ~ it is a day-by-day journey
of simple, eye-opening moments that lead you from frazzled and
frenzied to abundant peace and joy. Even in the midst of the
whirlwind.”
Pease reply to Angie Werder at amwerder@comcast.net or 541-520-5428
and let her know which of the following you prefer:
Meet in a 3-4 person discussion group once a week
Just have a discussion partner
Prefer phone or online (Zoom) discussions
Not able to participate this time.
Also reply to Angie if you need a book ordered for you; we want all of
you to participate. Registration deadline is September 30th. The study
will begin October 12th and end December 12th. We are looking forward
to spending this time together.
Cheryl Vaught & Angie Werder
Training Team Co-Leaders

Hello October! We will continue to meet online for
Sunday school and Small groups. As always we are
monitoring the safety standards in Oregon and will
make the decision to start in person learning along
with the entire congregation.
We will be starting two new books in October, K-5 will
be reading The Biggest Story along with studying
the parables of Jesus. Middle and high school
students will be starting a new 90 day devotional
designed just for them. If your teen needs a
copy of Fearless Faith please let me know.
I have enough copies to go around!

As we get settled into the school year, if you need
any help with food, school supplies, or support for
your kids please do not hesitate to reach out and
ask. FBCS is proud to support our youngest
members and families.

Mandy

For Your Health:
What You Should Know About Grief
by Gail Engle

There are so many situations that will make you grieve. Obviously when you lose a job or a marriage there is understandable grief. Retirement can foster grief. Someone close
to you has dementia and you grieve for the person they
were. Many people feel grief when there is change, large or
small.
Grief is not only emotional it is or can be physical. You might experience difficulty in
sleeping, in concentration or in making decisions. Don't let anyone tell you that you
need to get over your grief. It is okay to grieve until you don't need to and you will
have good days and then another period of grief.
Some people grieve before a loss. If you are worried about having a job in the future,
or when your parent or other family member receives a terminal diagnosis. We hold
memorial services because rituals can help move us along to the next phase of our
life after a loss.
Just when you think you were healed something like a song, a movie or even a smell
can bring back the sharpness of your loss. Whether it's a pastor, a therapist or a
friend who just listens without judgment, find what works for you. If you can't work or
function or if you feel guilty this may be time to seek
professional counseling. Eventually you will be able to
accept that while things will never be as they were, the
new is okay.

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
Sa Wat Dii
What a blessing it is to be able to communicate what is happening on the other side of
the world and share with you the joys of
what God is doing here in Thailand! We are
enjoying getting to know our ministry colleague, Kim Brown, who is preparing to retire after serving the Lord in Thailand for 36
years. We are beginning to hear many stories of her “early days” and how different
her experience was, compared to our international move! She arrived in Thailand after sending a telegram and hoping there would be
someone to meet her at the airport! A telegram!!! She tells of many stories of her years as
a nurse at the hospital in Mae Sariang and how churches would somehow get in touch with
her via phone….with there being only one telephone in the entire town of Mae Sariang …
the villagers would run to get Kim since she was one of three people who spoke English.
I say these things because as I type this I see the gift of technology and being able to easily communicate and stay connected with people….my how times have changed in just a
few decades. I’m sure many of you have used this technology, recently, more than ever
before due to the complications of Covid-19. As frustrating, confusing, and scary as Covid19 has been, I am thankful it has happened in a period of time that provides the ability to
easily communicate and “stay connected” with others. I can’t imagine needing to rely on
telegrams as our only source of communications.
Things have changed a lot since our last update. Thankfully, there have not been very
many cases of Covid-19 here in Thailand and thus things are shifting to a “new normal”.
Most facilities and places are open as long as we follow the government mandated restrictions, which we don’t mind at all. These include mask wearing in any public place,
temperature checks before entering any facility, signing in and out of every facility, and
using hand sanitizer at the door. This has just become a way of life here, and if we want to
go anywhere we must abide by it….so we do. The kids have adjusted well and are used to
bringing a mask as part of their daily attire and temperature checks are the new norm. We
are definitely thankful to be able to get out of the house.

In-person language school resumed the first week of July and we are so happy to be back
in the classroom to learn Thai. We all go 5 days a week right now and we are slowly picking it up. We have been practicing talking about the weather with those in our neighborhood, ordering food from the Thai food vendor down the street, and buying fruits and vegetables at the local market. We choke over our words, trying to say them correctly and in
the right order (grammatically) but thankfully most people we have encountered are patient and can figure out what we are trying to say! Most days I feel like a toddler trying to
put words together, but I know we will get there...and I love when I can semi-follow a conversation. [To be continued next month]
With much love from across the globe,
The Juanes Family

October 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

FRIDAY

2

SATURDAY

3
7:30 CCF
Service

4

5

9:15 Lou’s
Class
10 Children’s
Sunday School
11 Online
Worship
3 pm CCF

6 9:30 Yoga
7 CS, Growing &
Training Teams

11 9:15 Lou’s 12
Class
10 Children’s
Sunday School
11 Online
Worship
3 pm CCF

Columbus Day
Columbus Day

Class
10 Children’s
Sunday School
11 Online
Worship
3 pm CCF

Class
10 Children’s
Sunday School
11 Online
Commitment Sunday Worship
3 pm CCF

6:30 Zoom Bible
Study

20

9:30 Yoga

27

6:30 Zoom Bible
Study

21

11 Food Box
Delivery

6:30 Zoom Bible
Study

28

9
7:00 CCF
Practice

15

10
7:30 CCF
Service

16

17

7:00 CCF
Practice

22
7:00 CCF
Practice

29

7:30 CCF
Service

23

24

7:30 CCF
Service

30

31

9:30 Yoga
6:30 Zoom Bible
Study

October Birthdays
Don Stanley ..................... 1
Paul Wold ......................... 1
Paula Dombrosky ............. 2
Nolan Deam ..................... 2
Mavis Gillette.................... 7
Leslie Kidd ..................... 11
Logan Cave .................... 13
Cady Smith .................... 18

8

Newsletter
Deadline

6 Exec Committee
7 Church Council

259:15 Lou’s 26

11 Food Box
Delivery

13 9:30 Yoga 14
4 SSRA Meeting

18 9:15 Lou’s 19

7

Sam Brink ...................... 20
Christopher Savage ....... 20
Heather Lodwig .............. 22
Debbie Garrett ............... 25
Patricia Chamberlain...... 27
Cindy Corkum ................ 28
Peter Davalos Garber .... 30

7:00 CCF
Practice

7:30 CCF
Service

October Anniversaries

John & Judy Davies .......……….. 2
Jerry & Gladys Roush…………...12

First Baptist Church of Springfield
1175 G Street
Springfield, OR 97477-4109
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sam Brink, Interim Pastor
sbrink2872@gmail.com
Mandy Sloan, Youth
Ministries Coordinator
mandysloan@me.com
Ronnie Egger
Office Administrator
fbcspringfield@gmail.com
www.fbcspringfieldor.com

Office Hours
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Tuesday - Friday
Phone: (541) 746-6031
Fax: (541) 746-5096
Church Email Address:
fbcspringfield@gmail.com

Sunday Worship
Until further notice check
our Website. Sunday
Worship services will be
available online at 11 during
the Covid-19 outbreak.
Sunday School & Youth
- Adult Sunday School
Zoom at 9:15
- Sunday School Zoom for
younger children 10 am

AS FRIENDS AND FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST, WE ARE COMMITTED TO:
Growing
Reaching
Training

our friendship with Christ and one another through worship,
prayer, study, partnership and service.
out to others in our community with the living and joy-giving
message of Christ.
those in this congregation for ministry and leadership in the
church and the world.

