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Advent or Christmas ?
Are you an Advent Christian or a Christmas Christian? Just wondering, because I have
found that people approach Advent in different ways. With the last Sunday of November, we have the beginning of our Advent journey together. And since this is my first
Advent with you, I’m just curious which you are – an Advent Christian or a Christmas
Christian. Not sure? Here are a few questions for you to answer that might help you?
Do you listen to Christmas music before Thanksgiving? If you said yes, you might
be a Christmas Christian.
Do you turn your outdoor Christmas lights on before Thanksgiving? If you said you
do, you might be a Christmas Christian.
When do you put up your Christmas tree? Do you do it closer to Thanksgiving or
Christmas? If you said closer to Thanksgiving, you might be a Christmas Christian.
If you put out a creche do you put the baby Jesus in the manger before Christmas
Eve/day? If you do, you may be a Christmas Christian.

To be honest with you, I probably lean more toward being the Christmas Christian
myself. But I feel that I need to remind you that we are now in the Advent season.
Advent is about preparing ourselves for the coming of Christ . . . not only at his incarnation, but also his promised return at the end of the age. Advent prepares us to
expect the unexpected. We begin with the call from Jesus to stay awake, because
things are changing. The changes signal, for those who stay awake, that the of the
return of Christ is near. So, in the midst of the unexpected, we prepare ourselves to
see Jesus. We will end our Advent in the midst of the unexpected, God becoming one
with us through the birth of a child.
Our theme for Advent this year is “The Gifts of Advent – hope, peace, joy and love.”
We will find them in the unexpectedness of being prepared to welcome the coming of
Jesus.
Our Advent journey and celebration of the birth of Christ will be different this year.
Again, because of the pandemic, our normal activities are changed. We will not be together in the normal celebrations of the congregation and that will be greatly missed,
especially if you are more of the Christmas Christian side of the scale. But know this,
Christ will come and we will still celebrate the good news of the coming of Christ.
Marie and I wish all of you a very safe, healthy and blessed Advent and Christmas!
Pastor Sam

Thank you Church Family for your faithful giving. Twenty-one families
received Thanksgiving Boxes this year. They went to CATS families,
FBCS families, and families of students at Two Rivers/Dos Rios. Your
Deacons Team is so grateful for you.
Sincerely, Betsy Clewett, Judy Davies, Martha Green,
Michael Nau, John Paskey, Dan Patterson,
Mike Snider, Jan Stanley and Mark Werder

THANK YOU
Beloved FBCS,

November 12, 2020

Words fail me as I write to thank you for your generous
hearts, hands, and prayer support during this, the season
of our catastrophic loss. Your notes of encouragement,
commitment to showing up and, yes, your open-hearted
generosity of resources and supplies, have been (and continue to be) a balm for our souls and a very real incarnation of the love of God.
Janet and I are grateful for you and your faithfulness in being the hands and feet of
Jesus. And we are grateful to Pastor Sam, whose compassionate heart has been wonderfully open to us in our grief.
We do want you to know that we are pressing on with the vision and call of God in Christ
Jesus. And we do so buoyed and inspired by you, our Christ-centered village.
We thank God for you, FBCS, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day
until now (Phil. 1) AND we are confident that the One who began a good work among you
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus.
With humility and gratitude,
Jeff & Janet

Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for your prayers ~
cards ~ calls ~ gifts and food.
We are able to walk almost every day,
weather permitting. It is so nice to have church here at
home when we can’t go out.
Thanks again for your love,
Rodney & Jackie

Dear FBCS,
Thank you for all the
kindnesses you showered
on me while I took care
of two surgeries. I think
that was the longest six weeks I ever
spent and I’m so happy to be back at
work!
Many Blessings, Ronnie

Hope for Today
Hope for
Tomorrow

2020
RETIRED
Ministers &
Missionaries
Offering

Congregants have always looked forward to coming together to worship.
During these unprecedented times, this type of fellowship has been
disrupted and pastors have stepped up to provide creative and inventive
alternatives. They have also been called to offer greater outreach to
congregations and communities in need of hope, promise and support.
This year, to honor this tradition and acknowledge the current
circumstances, we chose Hope for Today, Hope for Tomorrow as our
theme. This encompasses the true strength and dedication of ministers,
missionaries and their widowed spouses who have devoted fifteen
years or more to ABCUSA.

“For I know the plans I
have for you, “ declares the
LORD, “Plans to prosper
you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and
a future. Then you will call
on me and come and pray
to me, and I will listen to
you. You will seek me and
find me when you seek me
with all our heart”
- Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NIV)

Thank you for your continued support.

Preparing for Scripture
Nov 30 - Dec 6: Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8
December 7-13: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 ; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28
December 14-20: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38
December 21-27: Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40; Matthew 25:31-46
December 28-January 3: Jeremiah 31:7-14 ; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14;
John 1:(1-9), 10-18

CHILDREN
This year we will once
again make Jessie Tree
ornaments for advent.
While we can’t be together at Children’s
Church and Sunday School,
the templates will be available as either print or via
email for you to print at
home! Please contact
Mandy if you’d like a hard
copy of this wonderful kit!
As always if you need help
during this difficult time
please do not hesitate to
reach out to us!

Mandy

YOUTH
During the advent season, Ignite
- our youth group - will continue
with our current self-guided devotional. If
you have questions, concerns or
just need to chat, please contact
me in all the normal ways (text,
phone, social media or a knock on
my door)!
As Covid allows, I will be reaching out to teens for some one-on
-one/small group get togethers.

Mandy

Good News for Tax Payers on
Charitable Deductions in 2020
The Tax Reform Bill that passed in 2017 essentially doubled the
standard deduction for indificual and joint tax filers. One of the
most substantial consequences of that change was that the percentage of taxpayers who itemize their deductions went from
around 35% to 6%. This major change meant that over 95% of
taxpayers could no longer write off their gifts to charity.
During this difficult coronavirus ear, the 2020 Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act offers lesser known
provisions to increase the tax-deductibility of donations to charities for indificuals and corporations. The following temporary provisions apply only to donations made to public charities in 2020:
CARES Act
New Above-the-Line Deduction: The CARES Act adds a new
above-the-line deduction that allows eligible indificuals (not electing to itemize deductions) to receive a $300 deduction for cas
contributions to a qualified charity. At this time, this provision is
intended for 2020 giving.
Relaxed Limitations on Deductions for Individuals: For individuals who choose to itemize their deductions, the CARES Act increases the allowable deduction for cash contributions to a qualified charitable organization to 100$ of the individual’s adjusted
gross income in 2020. If the contribution exceeds the limitation,
the individual can still carry forward and utilize the excess
amount over the following five years.

Your Will
Have you considered extending
your generosity beyond your
lifetime by naming First Baptist
Church of Springfield in your
will? A bequest of a specific
amount, or a percentage of the
residue of your estate, allows
you the flexibility of supporting
the future of FBCS, while
ensuring the ultimate care
of loved ones.
Here is simple language:
“I give to the First Baptist Church
of Springfield, an Oregon not-forprofit corporation,
$___________ (or ______% of
my estate) for its general use
and purposes.”
First Baptist Church
of Springfield’s Tax ID# is
93-0504196

Relaxed Limitations on Deductions for Corporations: For corporate taxpayers, the CARES Act increases the limitation for cash
contributions to qualified charities to 25% of taxable income in
2020. The corporation can also carry forward and utilize any excess amount over the following five years.
Courtesy of Rainbow Acres

Reminder

Many members of our church family
fulfill their pledges prior to the end
of the calendar year. If you are hand
delivering your pledge, please have it
to the church no later than Thursday,
December 31st; if mailing, it must be
postmarked no later than December
31st to be considered a 2020 contribution.

If you have any questions, please call Karen Harrington at 541-741-2707.

For Your Health:
Brain Differences in Men and
Women and Pain Relief
By Gail Engle
Women often require higher doses of morphine, one of the primary drugs for treatment of chronic or
acute pain, than male patients to achieve the same level of relief. Through research it appears a
type of immune cells called microglia are more active in the pain processing regions of the female
brain. Chronic pain, the most common health problem, is thought to affect more than one in four
people worldwide, with higher incidence occurring in older populations.
It is well established that chronic pain affects more women than men. Researchers noticed that
females require almost twice as much morphine than males. Scientists now believe that microglia
are immune cells that protect the brain and the rest of the central nervous system. Microglia form a
sophisticated and fast system against various types of pathogen or potential causes of disease. In
women the morphine binds to brain receptors that triggers a neuro-inflammatory response that
directly opposes the analgesic effect of morphine. The microglia in females are more active, resulting in the need for more morphine to achieve pain relief.

The researchers believe that this study has important implications for treatment of pain. Further they believe that microglia may be an important drug target to improve opioid pain relief in women. We will be seeing more studies on
treating pain both chronic and acute in all people.

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
Record-Breaking Hurricane
Devastation in Central America.
Two back-to-back category 4 hurricanes, with 120-mph to 140-mph
wind gusts, hit Central America in November. Hurricane Eta struck the
northern coast of Nicaragua on November 3. Two weeks later, Hurricane Iota made landfall near Haulover, Nicaragua, only 15 miles
south of where Eta had come ashore. This is the first time in nearly
170 years of record-keeping that two Category 4 hurricanes have struck within 15 miles of one another in a
period of only two weeks.

This unprecedented occurrence has caused massive devastation in Nicaragua, Honduras, and other parts of
Central America in the form of landslides, floods, roadway collapses, power outages, communication interruptions, crop destruction and significant loss of life. For communities already struggling to respond to the economic
and health challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, the ability to remain safe and socially-distant when seeking
refuge with family or at shelters increases vulnerability. The World Food Program expects that continued flooding will impact the incoming harvest, severely strain subsistence farmers, and extend the emergency into mid2021.
IM’S PRESENCE AND RESPONSE: With heavy but determined hearts, IM is responding to this crisis
with solidarity, love, and practical aid. IM has released initial One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) emergency
relief grants totaling $8,500 to partners in Honduras and Nicaragua who are responding with food, clothing, blankets, water filters, medicines and other needed supplies. Additional relief funds will be released as contributions
are received for OGHS-Central America Relief.

IM Global Servants Dilia Zelaya (Honduras), Ingrid Roldán-Román (Panama), and Ricardo Mayol-Bracero
(Guatemala) are safe, and are checking in with families that are served by IM partners in the affected region.
Please join us in prayer for the children, families, and IM global servants and partners in Central America who
have been impacted by these devastating hurricanes. We know that God is near to the brokenhearted and
through Christ we can find peace that surpasses understanding.
HOW YOU CAN STAY INFORMED AND HELP: More information about Hurricanes Eta and Iota can be
found on the websites for United Nations News, New York Times, Washington Post, and other major media outlets. IM’s home office is in continuous contact with IM global servants and international partners in Southern
Mexico, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, and Colombia. Together, with your prayer and financial support, we are
working to identify needs and opportunities to help the most vulnerable communities in areas affected by these
devastating hurricanes.

Persons wishing to support relief efforts can do so through their American Baptist church, or through giving
online, or by sending checks directly to International Ministries. Please designate your contributions
"OGHS–Central America Relief" in the memo line of your check.
Checks sent directly to International Ministries should be made payable to International Ministries and mailed to:
International Ministries, Attn: Gifts Processing, 1003 W 9th Avenue, Ste A, King of Prussia, PA 19406
Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus to suffering people. We are so grateful for you. One Great
Hour of Sharing is administered by the World Relief Committee of the Board of General Ministries of American
Baptist Churches USA. The Committee facilitates American Baptist emergency relief, disaster rehabilitation, refugee work, and development assistance by establishing policy guidelines and overseeing the distribution of the
annual OGHS offering received by churches.

DECEMBER 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

9:30 Yoga

7 CS & Growing Teams
Meet

6

9:15 Lou’s
Class
10 Children’s
Sunday School
11 Online
Worship
3 CCF Serv

139:15

Lou’s Class
10 Children’s
Sunday School
11 Online
Worship
3 CCF Serv

20

9:15
Lou’s Class
10 Children’s
Sunday School
11 Online
Worship
3 CCF Serv

27

9:15
Lou’s Class
10 Children’s
Sunday School
11 Online
Worship
3 CCF Serv

7

8

9:30 Yoga
4 SSRA

7 Training
Team Meets

14

21

15

9:30 Yoga
Newsletter
Deadline
6 Executive
Committee
7 Church
Council

22

9:30 Yoga

10:00 am
Zoom Bible
Study
11 Food Box
Delivery

9

10:00 am
Zoom Bible
Study

7 Deacons &
CCF Practice

10

11

7 CCF
Practice

16
10:00 am
Zoom Bible
Study
11 Food Box
Delivery

23
10:00 am
Zoom Bible
Study

7:30 CCF
Service

17

4 pm
Christmas
Fest

12

7:30 CCF
Service

18

19

7:30 CCF
Service

7 CCF

24

25

26

Christmas Eve
7 CCF
Practice

Christmas Day
7:30 CCF
Service

Winter School Break ~ December 23 through January 6

28

29

BIRTHDAYS
Edwin Rosales....................... 1
Nora Daly .............................. 2
Natalie Kronser...................... 2
Claudia Phillips ...................... 5
Mandy Sloan ......................... 5
Ellie Sloan ............................. 8
Quincy Stevens ..................... 8

30

10:00 am
Zoom Bible
Study

31

Sunday Lockup

New Year’s
Eve

Mark Werder .......................... 9
Chanda Rosales .................... 11
Randy Garrett ........................ 14
Landon Cowan ...................... 15
Dan Patterson........................ 16
David Lodwig ......................... 19
Coe Daly ................................ 20
Amadeus Elkin ...................... 25

Amanda Gley
ANNIVERSARIES
Jim & Claudia Eastburn ......... 14
Linda & Mike Forbes .............. 14
Sam & Marie Brink ................. 29

First Baptist Church of Springfield
1175 G Street
Springfield, OR 97477-4109
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sam Brink, Interim Pastor
sbrink2872@gmail.com
Mandy Sloan, Youth
Ministries Coordinator
mandysloan@me.com
Ronnie Egger
Office Administrator
fbcspringfield@gmail.com
www.fbcspringfieldor.com

Office Hours
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Tuesday - Friday
Phone: (541) 746-6031
Fax: (541) 746-5096
Church Email Address:
fbcspringfield@gmail.com

Sunday Worship
Until further notice check
our Website. Sunday
Worship services will be
available online at 11 during
the Covid-19 outbreak.
Sunday School & Youth
- Adult Sunday School
Zoom at 9:15
- Sunday School Zoom for
younger children 10 am

AS FRIENDS AND FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST, WE ARE COMMITTED TO:
Growing
Reaching
Training

our friendship with Christ and one another through worship,
prayer, study, partnership and service.
out to others in our community with the living and joy-giving
message of Christ.
those in this congregation for ministry and leadership in the
church and the world.

